sprinkles a pinch of the frog enchantment on the
back of Fatirna's skirt and some more on the
silk-lined diwan. This will ensure Mumtaz's
husband's safety from Fatlma's alluring eyes.

"Why do Europeans and Americans sell their
wives ?" asked my Hindu friend unexpectedly.

"They don't." '

"It is published in the newspapers that they
do/' said the grain merchant. "Here the people
are barbarous perhaps ; they do not know the
wisdom of the Vedas, nor even the law of their
own Koran. But when a man tires of his
domestic life, he does not bring his troubles to a
magistrate and ask him to decide how much the
co-respondent shall pay him for the privilege of
taking his wife away. Instead, he says, 1 divorce
thee' three times in the presence of witnesses.
Then his troubles are over. Or else he kills
her."

"Are many women killed ?" I asked.

"Who can say what happens in the harems ?
Can you read the thoughts of these people who
are passing below you ?"

Indeed I could not. Unchanged in the last
thousand years, the people of Central Asia were
strolling through the bazaar* inscrutable, perverse,
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